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Jesus said, “Go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 
16:15)” However, many Christians are either unwilling, afraid to, or unable to effectively 
go into all the world, especially when this includes the World of Politics.  It is my prayer 
that this article will accomplish two things 1: to help me (Darryl) crystalize these 
principles for myself.  2. to help other Christians to engage the political world in a way 
which will represent Christ well and will open up opportunities to share the Gospel in the 
process of wrestling with political/social/cultural issues of the day.   Some Christians feel 
like the need to “sneak around” when engaging in politics or even feel guilty for having 
political preferences and I hope that this article will free us to be a disciple in every 
aspect of our lives including politics.  This is not an article which will tell you which 
political issues that Christians should support or oppose.  While my personal experience 
relates to the United States, these principles should be helpful to Christians around the 
world. I recommend that you don’t just read the verses listed but that you look up and 
read the entire context or chapter of each passage. 

Principle #1:  Never forget your true identity and your highest priority.

Verses for Reflection:  
Acts 1:27 “Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a 
manner worthy of the Good News about Christ. Then, whether I come and see you 
again or only hear about you, I will know that you are standing together with one spirit 
and one purpose, fighting together for the faith, which is the Good News.”

1 Corinthians 5:20 “So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal 
through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!”

Luke 12:31 “But rather seek first the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be 
added unto you.”

Matthew 6:20-21 “But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust corrupts, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

Application
As Christians we must remember that our heavenly identity as citizens of heaven and 
ambassadors for Christ must take precedence over everything else including: our 
national citizenship, our political party, our economic interests, and our personal 
interests.   Effective ambassadors learn to communicate effectively in the language of 
their host nation and they seek to understand its culture but their loyalty is always to the 
interests of their sending country.  Christians should learn how to communicate 



effectively with the non-Christian world, but our loyalty must remain to Jesus Christ, the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  

Principle #2:  Never forget that political allies and opponents are also souls that 
need to be saved.  Eternal life is more important than temporary political gains.

Verses for Reflection:
Luke 5:27-28 “And after these things, He (Jesus) went out and saw a tax collector 
named Levi sitting at the tax booth, and He said to him, “Follow me!”  And leaving 
everything, he got up and began to follow Him.”

Luke 19: 1-2 , 8-9 “And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.  And, behold, there 
was a man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was 
rich. . . . And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, 
I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this 
house.”

Philippians 1:12-14 “And I want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that 
everything that has happened to me here has helped to spread the Good News. For 
everyone here, including the whole palace guard, knows that I am in chains because of 
Christ. And because of my imprisonment, most of the believers here have gained 
confidence and boldly speak God’s message without fear.

Application
When dealing with government officials who were unjust, Jesus did not approach them 
with anger and demands for justice.  Instead, first, He sought their salvation and as they 
repented, their hearts changed, and in the process of repentance the injustice was 
resolved.  Imagine what an amazing testimony it would be if the most corrupt politicians 
and government officials we can think of repented like this and even went so far as to 
return their money that the got as a result of their corruption.  Likewise, just because we 
agree with someone’s stance on certain political issues does not mean that we need to 
make them out to be be born-again Christians when they are not.  If we vote for non-
Christians because we agree with their stance on the issues  we need to be careful that 
we are not also endorsing their non-Christian religious views.  

Principle #3:  Never forget that persecution is one of the most effective platforms 
that God provides for Christians to share the Gospel.  

Verses for Reflection:  
Matthew 10: 17-20 “But beware! For you will be handed over to the courts and will be 
flogged with whips in the synagogues. You will stand trial before governors and kings 
because you are my followers. But this will be your opportunity to tell the rulers and 
other unbelievers about me. When you are arrested, don’t worry about how to respond 
or what to say. God will give you the right words at the right time. For it is not you who 
will be speaking—it will be the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”



Application
It is said that, “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church”,  God may choose to 
allow Christians to suffer persecution and injustice so that by the way we reflect God’s 
love and grace during the trial, others, even our persecutors will be convicted of their 
sins and be led to repentance.  

Principle #4:  It is okay to use and defend your legal rights against attacks from 
non-Christians.

Verses for Reflection:
Acts 22:25 “When they tied Paul down to lash him, Paul said to the officer[a] standing 
there, “Is it legal for you to whip a Roman citizen who hasn’t even been tried?”

Acts 23:11 “And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, 
Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at 
Rome.” 


Acts 25:10-12 “Then said Paul, I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be 
judged: to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest. 11 For if I be an 
offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be 
none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I 
appeal unto Caesar.”

Application
By claiming his Roman citizenship and appealing to Caesar, Paul was able to avoid 
being executed unjustly by Jewish mobs.  It also led to opportunities for him to share the 
gospel with various government officials and even to win some of his guards to Christ.  
Even though Paul was eventually executed, his time in prison provided him time and 
opportunities to write many of his epistles which have blessed the Body of Christ for 
nearly two thousand years.  Christians are not required to be passive in the face of 
injustice, we can choose to exercise our legal rights but we can also choose to give up 
our rights and suffer.  They key to deciding which way to go, is that we need to be 
sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  

Principle #5:  We should avoid tearing down other Christians in front of non-
Christians.

Verses for Reflection: 
1 Corinthians 6:1 & 7  When one of you has a dispute with another believer, how dare 
you file a lawsuit and ask a secular court to decide the matter instead of taking it to 
other believers.  Even to have such lawsuits with one another is a defeat for you. Why 
not just accept the injustice and leave it at that? Why not let yourselves be cheated?



Application
Not only is Christ defamed and the Gospel made to look like a joke when believers take 
each other to court, the same thing happens when we go to the media or social media 
(Christian or secular because non-Christians can access both) and tear down a brother 
or sister in Christ.  If we need to correct each other, let’s do it discreetly and scripturally.   

Principle #6:  Scripture commands us to be respectful, even to government 
officials that we don’t like and didn’t vote for, even if they are unjust and corrupt.  

1 Peter 2:12-13 “For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority—whether the king 
as head of state, or the officials he has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish 
those who do wrong and to honor those who do right.”

Application
The human authorities of Peter’s time were extremely corrupt and they routinely killed 
and persecuted Christians.  Yet Christians were to submit to them and respect them.

Principle #7:  When laws command Christians to do something that would be a 
sin for us to do or prevent us from doing something that Scripture commands us 
to do, we must obey Scripture, which is the higher authority and accept the 
consequences from human governments.  

Verses for Reflection: 
Acts 5:27-29 “And the high priest asked them, saying, “Did we not strictly command you 
not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and 
intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!”  But Peter and the other apostles answered and 
said: “We ought to obey God rather than men.”

Exodus 1:15-21 “Then Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, gave this order to the Hebrew 
midwives, Shiphrah and Puah:  “When you help the Hebrew women as they give birth, 
watch as they deliver.If the baby is a boy, kill him; if it is a girl, let her live.” But because 
the midwives feared God, they refused to obey the king’s orders. They allowed the 
boys to live, too.

So the king of Egypt called for the midwives. “Why have you done this?” he 
demanded. “Why have you allowed the boys to live?” “The Hebrew women are not like 
the Egyptian women,” the midwives replied. “They are more vigorous and have their 
babies so quickly that we cannot get there in time.” So God was good to the midwives, 
and the Israelites continued to multiply, growing more and more powerful. And because 
the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own.”


Application 
Sometimes Christians must choose disobey direct orders from government officials 
that violate God’s law in Scripture.  We should still keep being respectful and obey 
other orders that do not violate Scripture from those same officials.  




Additional Guidelines

Here are some guidelines that may also be helpful.

Guideline #1: Symptoms, Disease, and Cure
Politics is generally concerned with minimizing the “symptoms” that are the result of 
original sin and individuals’ sins.  Christians should be prepared to use these discussion 
of the “symptoms” to help non-Christians understand the real “disease” which is sin and 
the only “cure”, a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, the only one who will not only 
transform our temporary world but will give us eternal life.  Christians should do what we 
can to reduce the pain of the symptoms (consequences) without giving a non-Christian 
world a false sense of peace and comfort that might prevent them from seeing just how 
lost they are and how much they need a Savior.  Mark 8:36, “And what do you benefit if 
you gain the whole world but lose your own soul?”

Guideline #2:  Truth, Love, Gentleness and Respect
Ephesians 4:15 “Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and 
more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.”

1 Peter 3:15  “Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone 
asks about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it. But do this in a gentle 
and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. Then if people speak against you, they 
will be ashamed when they see what a good life you live because you belong to Christ.”

As Christians, we are called to be salt and light to the lost world, however that does not 
give us the license to be jerks.  We should do our best to speak the truth in love and 
give a reason for our hope with gentleness and respect.  In this way we will be like a 
doctor who must give a patient a diagnosis of a deadly disease.  The doctor should be 
speak the truth in love and then be prepared to point the patient to Jesus Christ, the 
only cure. 

Guideline #3  Be careful about using God or Scripture to justify your political 
preferences.  

If we use God’s name or we use a scripture to support our political position we need to 
make sure that we are using it correctly in the proper context.  If Christians do not 
respect God and the Scripture and use them frivolously, non-Christians will also lose 
respect for God and the Bible.   

Bonus Missionary Guideline:  Let the locals take the lead in dealing with local 
politics.  
God and scripture are universal in that they apply to all people in all places in all times 
exactly the same way.  However, politics is local and temporary.  Therefore, 



missionaries, should teach the local Christians Biblical principles and how to understand 
and apply the Bible to their own context, culture, and political system.  Just because 
Christians in one country did something one way does not mean that Christians in other 
countries should expected to do the same thing.  Instead, Christians should do what 
they can to apply their faith to their own cultures and nations before trying to correct the 
political problems in another culture.  Just as we should avoid disciplining children who 
are not our own, we should avoid criticizing political figures of other nations.  The speck 
and the log principle of Matthew 7 seems to apply.  

Sometimes we look at ways that Christians in other cultures are living out their faith in 
all sincerity and we think, “That’s crazy!”   But, we should remember that our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who did not sin, took a whip, turned over tables, and drove the money changers 
out of the temple.  I don’t know if that behavior, would be “acceptable in polite society.”  
But, since Jesus did it, it must have been the right thing to do in that context.  We need 
to constantly remind ourselves that Jesus knew things that we cannot possibly know. So 
based on His knowledge, chasing people out of the temple was the right thing to do.  
Likewise, Christians in other countries may do some things that we may not like or 
agree with because they have cultural and historical knowledge that we, as foreigners, 
do not possess.  Therefore, they may be doing the wisest possible action, even though 
to outsiders it seems to be absolutely insane.  So long as they are not violating a clear 
Scriptural command, we should bite our tongue and deal with the problems in our own 
nations.  

 


