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Jesus Christ: History or Fiction? 
 
Watch the Video on 

 www.internationalfishers.com/khmer   
 

or 
 

www.internationalfishers.com/english  
 
Non-Christian Historians from close to the time of Jesus 
confirm many facts about His life and death mentioned in 
the New Testament.   

http://www.internationalfishers.com/khmer
http://www.internationalfishers.com/english


Christianity: Reasons For Faith 
Chapter 24: Resurrection 

1. Key to Christian Faith 
…If Christ has not been raised, then your faith is 

useless, and you are still under condemnation 
for your sins…But the fact is that Christ has 
been raised from the dead. He has become the 
first of a great harvest of those who will be 
raised to life again. (1 Corinthians 15:17, 20 
NLT) 

 



Resurrection 
2. Prophecy 
 King David prophesied that God would not let 

His, “Holy One” decay (Psalm 16:10) 
 
 Though the LORD makes His life a guilt 

offering…After the suffering of His soul, He will 
see the light of life…[He] will justify many and 
He will bear their iniquities…because He 
poured out His life unto death.  (Isaiah 53:11-12) 

 



Resurrection 
3. Jesus Prophesied His  Own Resurrection 
A. John 2:19-22 
"All right," Jesus replied. "Destroy this temple, and in three days I 

will raise it up.“"What!" they exclaimed. "It has taken forty-six 
years to build this Temple, and you can rebuild it in three 
days?“ But when Jesus said "this temple," he meant his own 
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered he had said this, and they believed both the 
Scriptures and what Jesus had said. 

B. Matthew 12:40  
For as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days 

and three nights, so will the Son of Man be in the 
heart of the earth for three days and three nights. 



Resurrection 
C. Matthew 16:21 
From then on Jesus began to tell his disciples 

plainly that it was necessary for him to go to 
Jerusalem, and that he would suffer many 
terrible things at the hands of the elders, the 
leading priests, and the teachers of religious 
law. He would be killed, but on the third day 
he would be raised from the dead. 



Resurrection 
4. Many Independent Witnesses 

The New Testament Provides Eyewitness 
Testimonies of the Resurrection RFF page 96 
 

One reason to accept the accuracy of the New 
Testament’s resurrection accounts is that it was 
recorded by multiple writers, who were motivated to 
be accurate.  They clearly stated that they were not 
telling mere myths.  Peter summarized, “We did not 
follow cleverly invented stories when we told you 
about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty” (2 
Peter 1:16).  Paul also wrote: “I want you to know…the 
gospel I preached is not something that man made 
up” (Galatians 1:11). 



Resurrection 
The New Testament accounts of the Resurrection 

(Matthew 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-53; John 
20:1-21:25) are reported as history.  Luke notes that 
many writers had written about Christ’s life, based 
on eyewitness testimonies (Luke 1:1-2).  Like them, 
Luke “carefully investigated” the history of Christ’s 
life so that the readers of his gospel would “know 
the certainty of the things” that they had been 
taught.   

 

 



Resurrection 
Secondly, the New Testament writings about Jesus 

Christ’s ministry, death, burial, resurrection, and 
risen appearances were written within 60 years of 
His death. This ensured that the eyewitnesses’ 
testimonies were accurately recorded.  On the 
other hand, Buddha lived around 600 BC but the 
first biography about him was written in 100 AD, a 
difference of nearly 700 years!  Muhammad lived 
from 570 to 632 A.D. but his first biography was 
not written until 767 AD, 135 years after his death.   
 

 



Resurrection 
I passed on to you what was most important and 

what had also been passed on to me – that 
Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures 
said.  He was buried, and He was raised from 
the dead on the third day, as the Scriptures 
said. He was seen by Peter and then by the 
twelve apostles.  After that, He was seen by 
more than five hundred of his followers at one 
time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have died by now. Then he was seen by 
James and later by all the apostles. (1 
Corinthians 15:3-7)  



Resurrection 

1 Corinthians was written in 55 AD, around 20 years after Christ’s 
death and resurrection.  In chapter 15 verse 6, we read that the 
risen Jesus made one appearance to 500 people.   Paul notes that 
“most” of these eyewitnesses were still living in 55 AD.  No other 
religion can make this claim.  By the time Muhammad’s 
biography came out, in 767 AD, all of the people who knew him 
personally and could have confirmed the basic facts of his life 
and teachings were already dead.  The time between the actual 
life of Buddha and the first-known historical writing is even 
greater. 

 



4 Facts 

1. Jesus was really crucified under Pilate. 
2. The  Tomb was really Empty 
3. Many people claimed to see Jesus alive 

afterwards. 
4. The attitudes of the Disciples, Skeptics, and 

Enemies changed which lead to the 
establishment of Christianity.  



Alternative Theories 

1. Substitute on the Cross (Koran)  
Problems 

 1. Eyewitnesses (disciples, Mary, soldiers, 
priests). 

 2.  Judas positively identified Jesus. 
 3.  Jesus’  post-arrest miracle/teaching  Luke 

22:47-54/Matthew 26:51-54 
 4.  Empty Tomb 
 
 



Alternative Theories 

2. Swoon Theory (Jesus didn’t really die) 
Problems 
 1.  American Medical Association –Jesus died 
 2.  Escape from the Tomb 
 3.   Appearances  
 4.   Transformation of Skeptics (James) 
   



Alternative Theories 
3. Jesus was buried under rocks and eaten by 

wild dogs-Jesus Seminar 
Problems: 
 1.  Tomb described in bible matches the 

style of tombs in history.  
 2.  Priests asked for a guard to secure and 

seal the tomb- 
 3. Couldn’t Roman soldiers drive wild dogs 

away? 
 4. Appearances 
 5. Transformation of Skeptics 



Alternative Theories 
4. Disciples Stole the Body 
Problems: 
 1.  No reason to steal the body. 
 2.  Frightened and ran away at arrest. 
 3.  Untrained Disciples vs. 4-16 Roman 

soldiers 
 4.  Die for a lie? 
 5.  Appearances with a Dead Body? 
 6.  Skeptics (James convinced).  



Alternative Theories 

5. Jesus’ Appearances were 
Hallucinations/dreams 

Problems: 
 1.  Empty Tomb 
 2.  500 people at one time. 
 3.  Transformation of Disciples, Skeptics, and 

Enemies to make them willing to die for their 
belief that Jesus was risen.  



Resurrection Stands 

1. Christianity Started and Thrived despite 
persecution. 

2. Enemies such as Saul became Paul 
3. Cross transformed from a symbol of 

execution to a symbol of peace and hope.   



James and Jude 
John 7:1-5 NLT 
After this, Jesus traveled around Galilee. He 
wanted to stay out of Judea, where the Jewish 
leaders were plotting his death.  But soon it 
was time for the Jewish Festival of Shelters, 
and Jesus' brothers said to him, "Leave here 
and go to Judea, where your followers can see 
your miracles! You can't become famous if 
you hide like this! If you can do such 
wonderful things, show yourself to the 
world!"  For even his brothers didn't 
believe in him.  



James and Jude 
Matthew 13:54-58 NLT 
He returned to Nazareth, his hometown. When he 
taught there in the synagogue, everyone was amazed 
and said, "Where does he get this wisdom and the 
power to do miracles?" Then they scoffed, "He's just 
the carpenter's son, and we know Mary, his mother, 
and his brothers—James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas. 
All his sisters live right here among us. Where did he 
learn all these things?"  And they were deeply offended 
and refused to believe in him. Then Jesus told them, 
"A prophet is honored everywhere except in his own 
hometown and among his own family.“And so he did 
only a few miracles there because of their unbelief.  



James and Jude  
Ananais, the high priest, “convened a meeting 
of the Sanhedrin and brought before them 
James, the brother of Jesus, who was called the 
Christ, and certain others.  He accused them of 
having transgressed the law  and delivered 
them up to be stoned.”   Josephus Antiquities 
20.200  



View, Share, and Download  
Free  Videos, MP3s and More! 
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