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Truth Talk # 14



Chapter 23 
Powerful Claims: The Birth and Claims of Christ 
Show He Is God.

Jesus’ Divine Nature and Bodily 
Resurrection



Obstacles #6 

 Lie # 1: 
I Don’t Need God

 God Exists and 
 the Bible is True

 Lie # 2: 
There is No 
God

 Lie # 3: 
Evolution is a 
Scientific Fact

Lie # 4: 
The Bible is just another fictional 
book.

Lie # 5: 
Jesus did 
not live in 

History.

Lie # 6: 
Jesus is 
not the 
Messiah



Truth Talk # 15



Prophecy:  Jesus’ ID Card



Prophecies about Jesus



Mark 14: 61-64 
!
Why did the Jews want to kill Jesus?

Jesus:  God or Good Teacher?



Names For Jesus 



John 4:25-26 
The woman said, "I know the Messiah is 
coming—the one who is called Christ. When 
he comes, he will explain everything to us.“ 

!
Then Jesus told her, "I AM the Messiah!" [fn] 
!
(4:26) Or “The ‘I AM’ is here”; or “I am the 
LORD”; Greek reads“I am, the one speaking 
to you.” See Exod 3:14.

Jesus is the Messiah

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jhn&c=4&v=23&t=NLT
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Jhn&c=4&v=23&t=NLT


Matthew 16:16-17 
Simon Peter answered, "You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.“ 

!
Jesus replied, "You are blessed, Simon 
son of John, because my Father in 
heaven has revealed this to you. You 
did not learn this from any human 
being.

Jesus is the Messiah



Jesus claimed to be God but Buddha,  Mohammad, 
Confucius, and Krishna did not. 

!
Jesus said, "I AM. And you will see the Son of 
Man seated in the place of power at God's 
right hand and coming on the clouds of 
heaven." Then the high priest tore his clothing 
to show his horror and said, "Why do we need 
other witnesses? You have all heard his 
blasphemy. What is your verdict?"  "Guilty!" 
they all cried. "He deserves to die!" 

! I AM is also a name for God See Exodus 13:13-14 
! Adapted from Mark 14:61-64 New Living Translation.  

Jesus is God



Truth Talk # 16



God is a Trinity 3 in 1: 
1. There is  One True God: 

A. Deuteronomy 6:4  
"Listen, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.” 
B. Isaiah 43:10-11 
"But you are my witnesses, O Israel!" says the LORD. 

"You are my servant. You have been chosen to 
know me, believe in me, and understand that I 
alone am God. There is no other God— there never 
has been, and there never will be. I, yes I, am the 
LORD, and there is no other Savior.

Trinity



C. Mark 12:29-30 
 Jesus replied, "The most important commandment is this: 

'Listen, O Israel! The LORD our God is the one and only 
LORD. And you must love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.'  

D. 1 Corinthians 8:5-6 
  There may be so-called gods both in heaven 

and on earth, and some people actually 
worship many gods and many lords. But we 
know that there is only one God, the Father, 
who created everything, and we live for him. 
And there is only one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through whom God made everything and 
through whom we have been given life.

Trinity



2. The Father is God 
A. Matthew 6:9  
Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your 

name be kept holy. 
B. John 4:23-24 
But the time is coming—indeed it's here now—

when true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking 
for those who will worship him that way. 
For God is Spirit, so those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and in truth."

Trinity



The Holy Spirit is God 
A. Isaiah 63:9-10 
In all their suffering he also suffered, and he 

personally [fn] rescued them. In his love and mercy he 
redeemed them. He lifted them up and carried them 
through all the years.  But they rebelled against him and 
grieved his Holy Spirit. So he became their enemy and 
fought against them. 

B. Acts 5:3-4  
Then Peter said, "Ananias, why have you let Satan fill your 

heart? You lied to the Holy Spirit, and you kept some of 
the money for yourself. The property was yours to sell or 
not sell, as you wished. And after selling it, the money 
was also yours to give away. How could you do a thing 
like this? You weren't lying to us but to God!"

Trinity

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Isa&c=63&v=9&t=NLT


Jesus is God 
A. Isaiah 9:6 
For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. 

The government will rest on his shoulders. 
And he will be called: Wonderful 
Counselor,  Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 

B. John 8:58-59 
Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, before 

Abraham was even born, I AM!“At that point 
they picked up stones to throw at him. But 
Jesus was hidden from them and left the 
Temple.

Trinity



C. John 20:27-28 
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger 

here, and look at my hands. Put your 
hand into the wound in my side. Don't 
be faithless any longer. Believe!“ 

"My Lord and my God!“* Thomas exclaimed. 
!
• Jesus did not correct Thomas 
• Thomas meant it or it was blasphemy. 

Trinity



Nescafe 3 in 1 
Coffee,  Powdered Milk, and Sugar 
!
Unless the right Coffee, the Right Milk, and the Right Sugar 

are combined in the right way, it is not Nescafe 3 in 1 
!
Coffee, Milk, and Sugar all have different attributes but they 

cannot be separated or Nescafe 3 in 1 is not Nescafe 3 
in 1.  

!
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have different attributes 

and roles but they can’t be separated or God will no 
longer be God.   

!
Just because we don’t understand some concept in the 

Bible, does not mean that we should deny its existence 
(example electricity or radio waves).

Trinity Illustration



Virgin Birth: 
1. Scriptural (Matthew 1, Luke 1-2 etc.) 
2. Reasonable 
1. God is the Creator 
2. God created Human’s (Mary’s Ancestors) 
3. Humans: 46 Chromosomes (23 from Father 

23 from Mother) 
4. If God can create Adam from dust and Eve 

from Adam’s rib, why couldn’t he create 23 
Chromosomes?   

(Not Mormon View:  God had sex with Mary)

Jesus=100% God and 100% Human



3. Necessary 
3. If Jesus is not 100% Human, he could not 

pay for human’s sins as our representative 
(the 2nd Adam). 

4. If Jesus is not also 100% God, he would 
have original sin from the 1st Adam and a 
sin nature so he would not be qualified to 
pay for our sins.  

Virgin Birth



Truth Talk #17



Obstacles #6 & 7

 Lie # 1: 
I Don’t Need God

 God Exists and 
 the Bible is True

 Lie # 2: 
There is No 
God

 Lie # 3: 
Evolution is a 
Scientific Fact

Lie # 4: 
The Bible is just another fictional 
book.

Lie # 5: 
Jesus did 
not live in 

History.

Lie # 6: 
Jesus is 
not the 
Messiah

Lie # 7: 
Jesus did 
not Rise 
from the 
Dead



Truth Talk #18



1. Key to Christian Faith 
…If Christ has not been raised, then your 

faith is useless, and you are still under 
condemnation for your sins…But the 
fact is that Christ has been raised 
from the dead. He has become the 
first of a great harvest of those who 
will be raised to life again. (1 
Corinthians 15:17, 20 NLT)

Chapter 24: Resurrection



2. Prophecy 
! King David prophesied that God would 
not let His, “Holy One” decay (Psalm 
16:10) 

!
! Though the LORD makes His life a guilt 
offering…After the suffering of His soul, 
He will see the light of life…[He] will 
justify many and He will bear their 
iniquities…because He poured out His life 
unto death.  (Isaiah 53:11-12)

Resurrection



3. Jesus Prophesied His  Own Resurrection 
A. John 2:19-22 
"All right," Jesus replied. "Destroy this temple, and in three days 

I will raise it up.“"What!" they exclaimed. "It has taken forty-
six years to build this Temple, and you can rebuild it in 
three days?“ But when Jesus said "this temple," he meant 
his own body. After he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered he had said this, and they believed 
both the Scriptures and what Jesus had said. 

B. Matthew 12:40  
For as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for 

three days and three nights, so will the Son of 
Man be in the heart of the earth for three days 
and three nights.

Resurrection



C. Matthew 16:21 
From then on Jesus began to tell his 

disciples plainly that it was necessary 
for him to go to Jerusalem, and that 
he would suffer many terrible things at 
the hands of the elders, the leading 
priests, and the teachers of religious 
law. He would be killed, but on the 
third day he would be raised from the 
dead.

Resurrection



4. Many Independent Witnesses 
The New Testament Provides Eyewitness Testimonies 
of the Resurrection RFF page 96 
!

One reason to accept the accuracy of the New 
Testament’s resurrection accounts is that it was 
recorded by multiple writers, who were motivated to 
be accurate.  They clearly stated that they were 
not telling mere myths.  Peter summarized, “We did 
not follow cleverly invented stories when we told 
you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty” (2 
Peter 1:16).  Paul also wrote: “I want you to know…
the gospel I preached is not something that man 
made up” (Galatians 1:11).

Resurrection



The New Testament accounts of the 
Resurrection (Matthew 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-8; 
Luke 24:1-53; John 20:1-21:25) are reported 
as history.  Luke notes that many writers 
had written about Christ’s life, based on 
eyewitness testimonies (Luke 1:1-2).  Like 
them, Luke “carefully investigated” the 
history of Christ’s life so that the readers 
of his gospel would “know the certainty of 
the things” that they had been taught.  

Page 96 



Secondly, the New Testament writings about 
Jesus Christ’s ministry, death, burial, 
resurrection, and risen appearances were written 
within 60 years of His death. This ensured that 
the eyewitnesses’ testimonies were accurately 
recorded.  On the other hand, Buddha lived 
around 600 BC but the first biography about 
him was written in 100 AD, a difference of 
nearly 700 years!  Muhammad lived from 570 
to 632 A.D. but his first biography was not 
written until 767 AD, 135 years after his death.  

Page 96



I passed on to you what was most important 
and what had also been passed on to me – 
that Christ died for our sins, just as the 
Scriptures said.  He was buried, and He was 
raised from the dead on the third day, as 
the Scriptures said. He was seen by Peter 
and then by the twelve apostles.  After that, 
He was seen by more than five hundred of 
his followers at one time, most of whom are 
still alive, though some have died by now. 
Then he was seen by James and later by 
all the apostles. (1 Corinthians 15:3-7) 

Page 96



1 Corinthians was written in 55 AD, around 20 years after 
Christ’s death and resurrection.  In chapter 15 verse 6, 
we read that the risen Jesus made one appearance to 
500 people.   Paul notes that “most” of these 
eyewitnesses were still living in 55 AD.  No other religion 
can make this claim.  By the time Muhammad’s 
biography came out, in 767 AD, all of the people who 
knew him personally and could have confirmed the basic 
facts of his life and teachings were already dead.  The 
time between the actual life of Buddha and the first-
known historical writing is even greater.

Resurrection



The Four Gospels Are Independent Witnesses  
!
Some critics have argued that the differences between the 

resurrection accounts in the four Gospels show that the writers 
made up the resurrection.  For example, Matthew, Luke, and John 
give these differing accounts of the discovery of the empty tomb: 

! Matthew says two women went to the tomb, there was an 
earthquake, an angel in radiant clothes rolled away the stone, and 
the angel told the women that Christ was raised (Matthew 28:1-7).   

! Luke says some women went to the tomb, saw the stone rolled 
away, saw two angels in radiant clothes, and were told by the 
angels that Christ had risen (Luke 24:1-7).   

! John says Mary went to the tomb, saw the stone rolled away, ran 
to tell Peter and John (who then ran to the tomb), then visited the 
tomb again, saw two angels wearing white inside it, then met the 
risen Jesus outside of the tomb (John 20:1-17).   

 

Page 97



The differences in these details raise some 
questions:  Did one woman named Mary, two 
women named Mary, or a group of women visit 
the tomb?  Was the stone rolled away before the 
women arrived, or did an angel roll it away while 
they were there?  How many angels were there?  
However, when we carefully examine the 
differences, we find that there are no 
contradictions.  For example, one author highlights 
the main angel who spoke; another notes that 
there was a second angel as well.  John does not 
say that Mary was the only person to visit the 
tomb so this does not contradict the reports of 
other people going to the tomb as well.  

Page 97



If every detail of the four Gospels’ accounts of the 
resurrection were the same, critics could rightly charge 
that the writers copied each other or got together and 
made up the story of the Resurrection.  For example, 
in court, if multiple eyewitnesses give exactly the same 
testimony in every detail, the judge will suspect that 
their testimony has been coached or corrupted.  On 
the other hand, testimonies with agreement about the 
key events but with differences in minor details are 
much more likely to be true     if the differences do 
not contradict each other.   The Gospels’ differences 
show that they are independent and accurate.  They 
agree about this fact     Jesus Christ rose from the 
dead! 

!   Strobel, Lee. The Case For Christ., Zondervan, 1998 
Page 87 

Page 97



Truth Talk #19



1. Jesus was really crucified under Pilate. 
2. The  Tomb was really Empty 
3. Many people claimed to see Jesus 

alive afterwards. 
4. The attitudes of the Disciples, Skeptics, 

and Enemies changed which lead to 
the establishment of Christianity. 

4 Facts



Truth Talk #20



1. Substitute on the Cross (Koran)  
Problems 

 1. Eyewitnesses (disciples, Mary, soldiers, 
priests). 

 2.  Judas positively identified Jesus. 
 3.  Jesus’  post-arrest miracle/teaching  

Luke 22:47-54/Matthew 26:51-54 
 4.  Empty Tomb

Alternative Theories



2. Swoon Theory (Jesus didn’t really die) 
Problems 
 1.  American Medical Association –
Jesus died 

 2.  Escape from the Tomb 
 3.   Appearances  
 4.   Transformation of Skeptics (James) 
  

Alternative Theories



3. Jesus was buried under rocks and 
eaten by wild dogs-Jesus Seminar 

Problems: 
 1.  Tomb described in bible matches the 

style of tombs in history.  
 2.  Priests asked for a guard to secure 

and seal the tomb- 
 3. Couldn’t Roman soldiers drive wild 

dogs away? 
 4. Appearances 
 5. Transformation of Skeptics

Alternative Theories



4. Disciples Stole the Body 
Problems: 
 1.  No reason to steal the body. 
 2.  Frightened and ran away at arrest. 
 3.  Untrained Disciples vs. 4-16 

Roman soldiers 
 4.  Die for a lie? 
 5.  Appearances with a stiff? 
 6.  Skeptics (James convinced). 

Alternative Theories



5. Jesus’ Appearances were 
Hallucinations/dreams 

Problems: 
 1.  Empty Tomb 
 2.  500 people at one time. 
 3.  Transformation of Disciples, Skeptics, 
and Enemies to make them willing to 
die for their belief that Jesus was risen. 

Alternative Theories



1. Christianity Started and Thrived 
despite persecution. 

2. Enemies such as Saul became Paul 
3. Cross transformed from a symbol of 

execution to a symbol of peace and 
hope.  

Resurrection Stands



John 7:1-5 NLT 
After this, Jesus traveled around Galilee. He 
wanted to stay out of Judea, where the 
Jewish leaders were plotting his death.  But 
soon it was time for the Jewish Festival of 
Shelters, and Jesus' brothers said to him, 
"Leave here and go to Judea, where your 
followers can see your miracles! You can't 
become famous if you hide like this! If you 
can do such wonderful things, show 
yourself to the world!"  For even his 
brothers didn't believe in him. 

James and Jude



Matthew 13:54-58 NLT 
He returned to Nazareth, his hometown. When he 
taught there in the synagogue, everyone was 
amazed and said, "Where does he get this 
wisdom and the power to do miracles?" Then they 
scoffed, "He's just the carpenter's son, and we 
know Mary, his mother, and his brothers—James, 
Joseph, Simon, and Judas. All his sisters live right 
here among us. Where did he learn all these 
things?"  And they were deeply offended and 
refused to believe in him. Then Jesus told them, 
"A prophet is honored everywhere except in his 
own hometown and among his own family.“And so 
he did only a few miracles there because of their 
unbelief. 

James and Jude



!
Ananais, the high priest, “convened a 
meeting of the Sanhedrin and brought 
before them James, the brother of 
Jesus, who was called the Christ, and 
certain others.  He accused them of 
having transgressed the law  and 
delivered them up to be stoned.”   
Josephus Antiquities 20.200 

James and Jude


