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Obstacles #6 & 7

 Lie # 1: 
I Don’t Need God

 God Exists and 
 the Bible is True

 Lie # 2: 
There is No 
God

 Lie # 3: 
Evolution is a 
Scientific Fact

Lie # 4: 
The Bible is just another fictional 
book.

Lie # 5: 
Jesus did 
not live in 

History.

Lie # 6: 
Jesus is 
not the 
Messiah

Lie # 7: 
Jesus did 
not Rise 
from the 
Dead



1. Key to Christian Faith 
…If Christ has not been raised, then your 

faith is useless, and you are still under 
condemnation for your sins…But the 
fact is that Christ has been raised 
from the dead. He has become the 
first of a great harvest of those who 
will be raised to life again. (1 
Corinthians 15:17, 20 NLT)

Chapter 24: Resurrection



1. Jesus was really crucified under Pilate. 
2. The  Tomb was really Empty 
3. Many people claimed to see Jesus 

alive afterwards. 
4. The attitudes of the Disciples, Skeptics, 

and Enemies changed which lead to 
the establishment of Christianity. 

4 Facts



1. Substitute on the Cross (Koran)  
Problems 

 1. Eyewitnesses (disciples, Mary, soldiers, 
priests). 

 2.  Judas positively identified Jesus. 
 3.  Jesus’  post-arrest miracle/teaching  

Luke 22:47-54/Matthew 26:51-54 
 4.  Empty Tomb

Alternative Theories



2. Swoon Theory (Jesus didn’t really die) 
Problems 
 1.  American Medical Association –
Jesus died 

 2.  Escape from the Tomb 
 3.   Appearances  
 4.   Transformation of Skeptics (James) 
  

Alternative Theories



3. Jesus was buried under rocks and 
eaten by wild dogs-Jesus Seminar 

Problems: 
 1.  Tomb described in bible matches the 

style of tombs in history.  
 2.  Priests asked for a guard to secure 

and seal the tomb- 
 3. Couldn’t Roman soldiers drive wild 

dogs away? 
 4. Appearances 
 5. Transformation of Skeptics

Alternative Theories



4. Disciples Stole the Body 
Problems: 
 1.  No reason to steal the body. 
 2.  Frightened and ran away at arrest. 
 3.  Untrained Disciples vs. 4-16 

Roman soldiers 
 4.  Die for a lie? 
 5.  Appearances with a stiff? 
 6.  Skeptics (James convinced). 

Alternative Theories



5. Jesus’ Appearances were 
Hallucinations/dreams 

Problems: 
 1.  Empty Tomb 
 2.  500 people at one time. 
 3.  Transformation of Disciples, Skeptics, 
and Enemies to make them willing to 
die for their belief that Jesus was risen. 

Alternative Theories



1. Christianity Started and Thrived 
despite persecution. 

2. Enemies such as Saul became Paul 
3. Cross transformed from a symbol of 

execution to a symbol of peace and 
hope.  

Resurrection Stands



John 7:1-5 NLT 
After this, Jesus traveled around Galilee. He 
wanted to stay out of Judea, where the 
Jewish leaders were plotting his death.  But 
soon it was time for the Jewish Festival of 
Shelters, and Jesus' brothers said to him, 
"Leave here and go to Judea, where your 
followers can see your miracles! You can't 
become famous if you hide like this! If you 
can do such wonderful things, show 
yourself to the world!"  For even his 
brothers didn't believe in him. 

James and Jude



John 7:1-5 NLT 
After this, Jesus traveled around Galilee. He 
wanted to stay out of Judea, where the 
Jewish leaders were plotting his death.  But 
soon it was time for the Jewish Festival of 
Shelters, and Jesus' brothers said to him, 
"Leave here and go to Judea, where your 
followers can see your miracles! You can't 
become famous if you hide like this! If you 
can do such wonderful things, show 
yourself to the world!"  For even his 
brothers didn't believe in him. 

James and Jude



!
Ananais, the high priest, “convened a 
meeting of the Sanhedrin and brought 
before them James, the brother of 
Jesus, who was called the Christ, and 
certain others.  He accused them of 
having transgressed the law  and 
delivered them up to be stoned.”   
Josephus Antiquities 20.200 

James and Jude



Section 5 
!
Common Obstacles to Faith. 
!
 

Is God Good? 



Obstacles #8

 Lie # 1: 
I Don’t Need God

 God Exists and 
 the Bible is True

 Lie # 2: 
There is No 
God

 Lie # 3: 
Evolution is a 
Scientific Fact

Lie # 4: 
The Bible is just another fictional 
book.

Lie # 5: 
Jesus did 
not live in 

History.

Lie # 8: 
God is 
not 
Good



Is God Good?:  
Suffering and Evil 

Epicurus 

Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able?  
Then he is not omnipotent (all-powerful).  
Is he able, but not willing?  
Then he is malevolent (evil).  
Is he both able and willing?  
Then whence cometh evil? 
Where does evil come from? 
Is he neither able nor willing?  
Then why call him God?



1. Christianity Best Explains Suffering and Evil 
◦ God created a perfect world and set humans 

(Adam and Eve) as managers. 
◦ Adam and Eve sinned and thereby invited evil, 

death, and suffering into the world.   
◦ God provided a way to repair the damage: 
● Temporarily through blood sacrifices 
● Permanently through Jesus’ death 
Other religions deny the existence of suffering or fail to 
explain the origin of evil.

Is God Good?:  
Suffering and Evil



2. Much Good Comes from Suffering 
! Pain warn us of damage to our bodies: 
Diabetes. 

! Suffering, Pain, and Death remind us of 
our need for God.  Without them, fewer 
people would repent and be saved. 

! God Uses Suffering for Good (Genesis 
50:19-21)

Is God Good?:  
Suffering and Evil



Genesis 50: 18-21 NLT 
Then his brothers came and threw themselves 
down before Joseph. "Look, we are your 
slaves!" they said. But Joseph replied, "Don't 
be afraid of me. Am I God, that I can punish 
you? You intended to harm me, but God 
intended it all for good. He brought me to this 
position so I could save the lives of many 
people. No, don't be afraid. I will continue to 
take care of you and your children." So he 
reassured them by speaking kindly to them. 

Is God Good?:  
Suffering and Evil



God understands our pain and suffering 
through Jesus Christ. 
!
Hebrews 2:17-18 NLT 
Therefore, it was necessary for him to be 
made in every respect like us, his brothers 
and sisters, so that he could be our merciful 
and faithful High Priest before God. Then he 
could offer a sacrifice that would take away 
the sins of the people. Since he himself has 
gone through suffering and testing, he is able 
to help us when we are being tested. 

Is God Good?:  
Suffering and Evil



Is God Good?:  
Suffering and Evil



God and Suffering



Why did God allow Adam and Eve to sin? 
!
!
God knows everything that will happen but He 
does not cause evil. 

Chapter 26 



God, Satan, Humans, and Evil



Philosopher Alvin Plantinga has 
famously explained this defense: 
A world containing creatures who are significantly free (and 

freely perform more good than evil actions) is more 
valuable…than a world containing no free creatures at all. 
Now God can create free creatures, but He can't cause or 
determine them to do only what is right. For if He does so, 
then they aren't significantly free after all... To create 
creatures capable of moral good, therefore, He must create 
creatures capable of moral evil; and He can't give these 
creatures the freedom to perform evil and at the same time 
prevent them from doing so. 

Plantinga, Alvin (1977). God, Freedom, and Evil. Grand Rapids, 
MI: Eerdmans; Accessed at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Plantinga%27s_free_will_defense .   
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Love, Freedom, and Evil 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plantinga's_free_will_defense


Rev. 19:7 
Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us 
give honor to him. For the time has 
come for the wedding feast of the 
Lamb, and his bride has prepared 
herself.   
!
Would a loving God force the people 
who rejected him to live with Him 
forever as his bride?

The Bride of Christ



Without Freedom a Villa can be a 
Prison



Suffering and Evil are the Result of Sin 
(Rejecting God’s Way) 

1. Satan’s Sin 
2. Adam’s Sin 
3. Our Sin 
God is Love and Wants Our Love 
Love Must Be Free 
Freedom Includes the Possibility to Reject God 

(Sin)

Summary



Chapter 27: Hell
How can a loving God punish 
people in Hell? 
!
Matthew 25:41 
Depart from me, you who are 
cursed into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his 
angels.



God, Satan, Humans, and Evil



Chapter 27:  Hell
  J.P. Moreland offers a helpful 

summary: 
  
God is the most generous, loving 

being in the cosmos.  He has 
made us with a free will and He 
has made us for a purpose:  to 
relate lovingly to Him and to 
others…And if we fail over and 
over again to live for the purpose 
for which we were made…then God 
will…give us what we’ve asked for 
all along in our lives, which is 
separation from Him. 

Strobel, Lee, The Case for Faith, 
quoting J.P Moreland, 173



Bride of Christ
Rev. 19:7 
Let us be glad and 
rejoice, and let us give 
honor to him. For the 
time has come for the 
wedding feast of the 
Lamb, and his bride has 
prepared herself.   
!
Would a loving God 
force the people who 
rejected him to live with 
Him forever as his bride?



Illustration



God Doesn’t Want People to Go to 
Hell.

Ezekiel 33:11  
I take no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked but rather that they turn from 
their ways and live. 
!
2 Peter 3:9 
God does not anyone to perish , so he is 
giving more time for everyone to repent.   
!
God does not torture people in Hell;  
People make choices that lead themselves 
to hell.  



Hell Seems too Severe
1. God has perfect knowledge, perfect 

love and perfect justice.  God is 
more knowledgeable, loving, and just 
than humans so we can’t judge him.  

2. Our sin is against God.  Punishment 
increases based on the crime and 
the victim. Killing your neighbor’s pet 
cat has a lesser punishment than 
killing their child.   

3. Hell comes at the end of a lifestyle 
of unrepentant sin.  


