
 
Truth Talk 4: Creation of the Earth and the Universe 

 
For more information read Christianity: Reasons for Faith  
Chapter 6) Origin: The Universe Had a Beginning 23 
Chapter 7) Design 1: Our Fine‐Tuned Universe Points to a Creator 
Chapter 10) Discovery: We Are Designed to Discover God 
Background Sound of a construction site (hammers, drills, etc.) 
Udom 
(Man) 

Hi Nimol, I didn’t know you lived on my street. 

Nimol 
(Woman) 

I don’t live here.  My uncle owns this land and he has just started 
building a house here.  I am going to watch the children to my uncle 
and aunt can talk to the contractor. You look kind of down, what’s 
wrong? 

Udom I tried to explain the evidence I found about God creating the universe 
to my older brother. He said that the earth and all living things came 
from the basic elements.  You know, water, wind, earth, fire, time and 
chance.  He said that this is what our family’s religion teaches and that 
many scientists teach the same thing too.  I didn’t know what to say. 

Nimol Knowing something is true is one thing.  Showing someone else that it 
is true is more difficult.   
 
If you think about it, your brother is partly right.   

Udom What?  But the Bible says that God created the heavens and the earth.  
That means creation from nothing. 

Nimol That’s true.  Your brother is wrong about that.   In Genesis 1:2 it says 
that God’s spirit was moving over the waters.  So there is the water.  
In verse 3 God says, “let there be light.” So, there is your fire.  In 
Genesis 2:6 and 7 God formed Adam, the first man out of dirt. So 
there is your earth.  And God breathed the breath of life into the man, 
so there is your wind.   
 
Of course God also formed, Eve, the first woman out of the rib Adam.  
So, that is probably why we women are so much better looking than 
you men because God made us from more refined materials.  A rib is 
better than dirt.  

Udom Ha!  ha!  I can’t say anything about the woman and rib thing because 
you’ll tell your women’s Bible Study group and then I will have to 
leave town.   
 
In a way, water, wind, earth, and fire are kind of like the construction 
materials for the earth.   

Nimol My uncle is building his house out of concrete, bricks, steel, and 
wood.  Of course the concrete didn’t happen by chance, it was made in 
Kandal Province, The bricks came from a factory in Kampong 
Chhnang, The steel came from China, and the wood came from 
Ratanakiri. 
 
So, if my uncle had trucks deliver all of the concrete, steel, wood, 
bricks, electric wire, pipes, and furniture needed to fully build and 
furninsh the house and then he left it up to time and chance for 1 year 
to build the house, when he returned what would he have?  Would he 



have a house or would he still just have piles of concrete, wood, steel 
and other materials? 

Udom He would only have dirt left!  You province people don’t understand 
security.  This is Phnom Penh!  If your uncle left all of those 
expensive building materials on this land without a wall, with razor 
wire on top, and someone to guard it, within a couple of days 
everything would be stolen and carried away! 

Nimol Ha!  Good point.   But even if there were no thieves he would never 
get a house built by time and chance.  What is missing? 

Udom To get a house built you need an architect to draw up the plans and 
you need workers to follow the plans and put all of the different pieces 
together in the right way.  Then you can get a house built. 

Nimol So basically, you need intelligence, a design, and the power to move 
the materials into the right order so that they match the design.   

Udom Maybe I should ask my brother where the water, wind, earth, and fire 
came from.  You know the chemical structures of water, oxygen, and 
common dirt are all pretty complex.  

Nimol You should also ask him how to build a house without an architect and 
construction workers.  If he can figure that one out and make a good 
house without the expense of an architect and construction workers, he 
can become a rich man.   

Udom (laughing) Then he would have to use the money to change his name 
and hide from all of the angry architects and construction workers who 
would lose their jobs.    

Nimol God made the construction materials and then he combined them in 
different ways to make everything else.  The bodies of living things 
have the same chemicals and elements that are found all over the 
earth.  But, only God could combine those chemicals and elements in 
special ways to make bodies and to give them life.   
 
You need a lot more than water, wind, earth, and light for life to exist.  
I the earth were closer to the sun or farther away, we would have no 
liquid water and no life would exist.  There are many other factors as 
well.  
 
My friend sent gave me this quote from Dr. Donald Brownlee, a 
scientist at NASA, the United States government’s space program.  
Dr. Brownlee said. “If you compare all of the known places in the 
universe, none of them compare to earth.  We live in a very special 
environment, which provides what we need, it provides air, it provides 
food, it provides stable conditions.  So the earth is almost like a giant 
organism where systems are interacting in a way that allows animals 
to survive....If you look at thousands of planets, only a small fraction, 
a very small fraction will be earthlike.”   
 
Sounds like the idea the universe, earth, and life coming into being by 
accident from water, wind, earth, fire, time and chance, just does not 
match reality and more and more scientists are recognizing this fact.  

Udom Thanks, I have to go to class now and when I get back, I am going to 
have another talk with my brother.   

Nimol I’d better go watch the children so that this house can get finished 
before the rainy season.  Take Care! 



Udom Thanks!  See you later. 
 


