
 
Truth Talk 5: “Stoplights and Sinful Christians” 

 
For more information read Christianity: Reasons for Faith  
Chapter 31) Sin and Hypocrisy: If Christianity is Good, Why Do Christians Do Bad Things? 

 
Background Sound of a street and a cafe.  
Udom 
(Man) 

Hi Nimol. What a coincidence.  It was a hot afternoon so I wanted and 
Iced coffee, and here you are having one.   Can I join you? 

Nimol 
(Woman) 

Sure, Udom, have a seat.  I can only stay for  a few more minutes 
because I need to go to a meeting at my dormitory.  How did your 
conversation with your brother go? 

Udom Waiter, one iced coffee with milk please!   
 
The first part went well.  He could see the weakness of his argument 
that everything was created by chance.  He even did some more 
research in his Chemistry textbook on the chemical structure of the 
elements and now he thinks that there God might have created the 
universe and living things. 

Nimol That’s great!  It is clear that he values finding truth more than being 
right or winning an argument.  Admitting that he might be wrong to a 
younger brother takes a lot of courage.    

Udom But, the second part went really bad.  He told me that he doesn’t think 
that Christianity is true because many Christian leaders commit 
horrible sins.  He told me about several different cases pastors of 
Christian churches who commit adultery and steal money from the 
church and some other cases.  I tried to tell him that those stories 
weren’t true but he didn’t believe me. 

Nimol My father is a pastor so I know about several cases in which pastors 
and other Christian leaders did very bad things like that.  First of all, 
not all pastors and Christian leaders bad, some are very good and 
honest.  Second of all, the fact that people in the church commit 
horrible sins does not prove that Christianity is wrong.   

Udom I am not sure I understand.  Please explain some more.    
Nimol Before my father became a Christian.  He used to go out and spend all 

of our money on alcohol and other women.  When my mother 
complained, he used to beat her, the children. My mother was ready to 
divorce him.  
 
He got a job building a building for an orphanage along with a foreign 
missionary.  While they were working together on the building, the 
missionary man started telling him about God, the Bible, and Jesus.  
One day, my dad said that he really understood what the man had been 
trying.  He felt truly guilty and sorry for his sins and he wanted to turn 
away from them.  So, the missionary explained salvation to him and 
then he prayed to receive Christ.     
 
After that, my dad changed.  He stopped leaving the family for alcohol 
and women and he stopped beating my mother and us kids.  He asked 
my mother for forgiveness.  Eventually my mother forgave him and 
she became a Christian too.  A relative in America offered him a visa 
and a job in America but he couldn’t take the whole family so my 



father rejected the offer.  He could have earned a big salary but he 
realized that his family needed a good Christian husband and father 
more than money.  Then, he went to Bible School and became a 
pastor.  He certainly hasn’t made a lot of money from his ministry.  He 
still builds houses on the side so that he can pay his own salary and 
support the church.   

Udom Wow!  I hope I can meet him some day.  But, doesn’t the fact that 
there are some bad leaders in the church prove that Christianity isn’t 
true? 

Nimol Not at all, just because people don’t obey the law, doesn’t mean that 
the law is bad.  Udom, look over there at the traffic light.  What do 
you see? 

Udom Most people obey the law and stop when the light turns red but some 
people do not pay attention to the light and they just go when they 
want.   

Nimol The drivers at the front of the line are the leaders.  If they obey the 
stoplight, most of the people behind them will also obey it.  If they 
don’t obey, sometimes other people will follow them.  But, everyone 
can see the light so they shouldn’t just follow the leaders. They need 
to also watch the light and obey it for themselves.   

Udom So, just because Christian leaders do not obey God’s Word does not 
mean that God’s word is wrong, only that the people who disobey 
God’s Word are wrong.    

Nimol Exactly.  Actually, I think the traffic in Cambodia would be much 
safer if everyone would obey two verses.  Matthew 22:39 “Love 
your neighbor as yourself” and Luke 6:31, that says, “Do to others 
as you would have them do to you.”   

Udom I wish they would print those verses banners and hang them on every 
traffic sign...Hey!  Oh No!  Oh!  (sound of tires squealing) Did you see 
that?  That new Lexus didn’t want to wait 20 more seconds for the 
light to turn green so it went through on red.   

Nimol I saw it too.  It almost ran over that little girl on the bicycle.  She looks 
scared but she is okay.  Thank God! 

Udom Obviously, that driver does not know about or believe Matthew 22:39 
or Luke 6:31 or he wouldn’t drive like that.  He obviously didn’t love 
that little girl as himself, because he risked killing her just to get to his 
destination 20 seconds earlier.   

Nimol I’m sure he wouldn’t want someone else to treat his daughter the same 
way.   

Udom Wait, look at that!  That police officer of over there has stopped the 
Lexus.  That police officer must be really brave.  The owner of the 
Lexus must be really rich and powerful.   

Nimol When that rich man finishes paying his fine, that police officer will 
probably feel very afraid that the rich man will do something to hurt 
his career.  If I were that police officer, I would need someone to 
encourage me.  I have an idea.  Let’s pay for our drinks and as soon as 
that Lexus leaves, let’s go over and tell that police officer that we are 
proud of his bravery and that he did the right thing.  Many people 
complain about the police but when they do something really good, no 
one thanks them.  Will you go with me? 

Udom Sure I will go with you, otherwise that police officer might 



misunderstand your praise and think you are looking for a boyfriend.  
He is young and kind of handsome isn’t he, Nimol?. ...Waiter, the bill 
please! 

Nimol Udom you are so funny!  I’m not like that!   
Udom I will tell my uncle, who works in the Ministry of Transportation, 

about what a good job that police officer did and how brave he was.  
Let’s go!   

 


