
 
Truth Talk 12: Evidence for Jesus Christ Part 2 

For more information read Christianity: Reasons for Faith  
Chapter 21) Undisputed Existence: History Verifies the Life of Jesus Christ 

 
Background Sounds of a restaurant 
Nimol Thanks for the lunch, Udom.  Tell your aunt the chicken was really 

delicious. 
Udom Thanks, I will tell her.   Before you go, I want to talk about the 

historical evidence for Jesus Christ   
Nimol Okay, I have been doing some research on this topic for my Women’s 

Bible study at church.  (digging through bag). Oh, here are my notes. 
Udom My brother said that he doesn’t even believe that Jesus ever existed.  

He thinks that Jesus is just a fictional character, like Mickey Mouse.  
He said, if Jesus even existed he was just a regular man and then later 
his followers tried to turn him into God so that they could start the 
Christian religion and become rich. 

CNimol A lot of people think like your brother, until they take some time to 
do research.  First of all, Jesus’ disciples and first followers had no 
financial incentive for claiming that Jesus rose from the dead and that 
Jesus is 100% God and 100% Human.  At the time of Jesus, Israel was 
controlled by Rome and the official religion of Israel was Judaism.  
The disciples did not become rich because of their Christian beliefs 
and by starting the Christian religion.  Instead they were persecuted, 
put in prison, tortured and killed by both the Romans and the Jews.   

Udom I read in a book that Jesus had 12 disciples.  One ,named Judas, 
betrayed him, so he doesn’t count.  The remaining 11 faithful 
disciples along with the Apostle Paul founded the Christian religion 
based on Jesus’ teachings.  All of them were persecuted and beaten 
for their beliefs about Jesus.  11 of them including the Apostle Paul 
were executed by either the Jews or Romans for their faith.  The 
Apostle John, the author of Revelations and other books of the New 
Testament was the only one that died of old age and he died in 
prison. 

Nimol In countries like the United States, that have religious freedom 
sometimes people start cults or new religions and they become 
wealthy but this is not the case with the 12 Apostles.  During their 
lifetimes, they only suffered for their beliefs, they never became 
wealthy.  

Udom People will die and suffer a lot for something they believe is true.  But 
people will not suffer and die for something a lie that they made up 
themselves. 

Nimol So, whatever we read about the Apostle’s teaching in the New 
Testament, were things that they really believed were true.  They and 
many of the other early Christians believed them enough to suffer 
and die for their beliefs.  So, it is not possible that they made up 
stories about Jesus just so they could become wealthy, as your 
brother claims.   

Udom I’m going to remember this so that I can talk to my brother about it. 



Nimol Another way that we can know that Jesus Christ really lived in history 
is that we can read about his life written by non-Christian historians 
who lived at the same time as Jesus.  These historians were not 
followers of Jesus.  In fact, they were more like opponents of his 
teachings.  But, their writings confirm many of the facts about Jesus 
that we find in the New Testament.  

Udom I remember an American missionary talking about this at church.  He 
said, in America, some people like the current president, and some 
people do not like the current president, but they all agree that the 
president is the president.  When enemies agree about something it 
is very likely true. 

Nimol One ancient historian named Josephus was a Jew, who became loyal 
to the Romans.  So, he would have been an opponent of the early 
Christians for two reasons.    In his book, Testimonium Flavianum, 
Josephus wrote: 
About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man....He did many amazing 
things and was a teacher of people who accept the truth gladly.  He 
won over many Jews and many Greeks.  Pilate, upon hearing him 
accused by men of the highest standing among us, condemned him to 
be crucified.  And the Christians, so called after him, have not 
disappeared.1  
 

Udom So, Josephus, a man who as a Jew and as one who supported Rome, 
would have been an opponent of Christianity, confirmed that 1.  
Jesus really existed.  2.  He did amazing things,that his followers 
would have counted as miracles. 3.  He was a teacher who won over 
Jews and Greeks.  4.  He was crucified by Pilate.  5. His followers, the 
Christians have not disappeared.  Wow, that one paragraph by 
Josephus confirms most of the Key facts about Jesus in the New 
Testament. 

Nimol   Of course, Josephus did not believe that Jesus rose from the dead 
after being crucified.  But, unless Jesus really rose from the dead, why 
would his followers continue to follow Him? 

Udom Crucifixion was the most horrible and humiliating way to die.  Unless 
Jesus really rose from the dead, there is no reason why anyone would 
have continued to follow him after the crucifixion, especially when 
they could only expect persecution and execution for their beliefs. 

Nimol That’s right.  There is a lot more evidence than like this. 
Udom Oh!  My aunt just gave us some free ice cream for dessert.  She never 

gives me any ice cream when I eat here with my other friends.  She 
must like you. 

Nimol She’s so nice.  I have a little more time before I go to school.  After 
our dessert, we can talk some more. 

Udom I’m going to have to bring you here more often.  My aunt treats me 
better.  

 

                                                           
1  Strobel, Lee The Case For Christ, Zondervan, 1998 Page  79 


