
Truth Talk 13: Evidence for Jesus Christ Part 3 
For more information read Christianity: Reasons for Faith  
Chapter 21) Undisputed Existence: History Verifies the Life of Jesus Christ 

 
Background Sounds of a restaurant 
Nimol Before I go to class, I want to tell you about some other historical 

evidence that confirms what the New Testament says about Jesus 
Christ. 

Udom That quote from Josephus you gave earlier that confirmed that Jesus 
did miracles and was crucified by Pilate was amazing.  It really 
confirms that Jesus really existed in history.  I want to write down the 
new evidence so I can share it with my brother. 

Nimol Another historian named Tacitus lived from 60 AD to 120 AD.  
Remember that Jesus was crucified around 33 AD and the last book 
of the New Testament was written by 95 AD, during Tacitus’s lifetime.   
 
Tacitus was a very important Roman Historian.  He wrote that:  
Roman Emperor Nero tortured and killed Christians.  Christians were 
followers of Christ.  Christ was crucified during the reign of Emperor 
Tiberius by Pontius Pilate. 
 
After Jesus was crucified, “a most mischievous superstition broke out” 
in Israel and Rome. 

Udom Wow, Tacitus confirms that 1.  Jesus existed in History.  2.  He was 
crucified by Pilate.  3.  People called Christians followed him after his 
crucifixion.   
 
What did Tacitus mean by “a most mischievous superstition broke 
out” in Israel and Rome? 

Nimol Remember that Tacitus was a Roman so he did not believe that Jesus 
really rose from the dead.  He was probably calling the Christian 
belief in the resurrection “a mischievous superstition.”   
 
Even though Tacitus rejected the resurrection, he confirmed that 
Christians who believed in the resurrection were in Israel and Rome.  

Udom Of course that confirms what the New Testament says about 
Christianity taking root in Israel and later, through the ministry of the 
Apostle Paul, in Rome too.   Many Biblical scholars believe that the 
Aposlte Paul was executed by Nero in 66 AD.   

Nimol 1. There are other non-Christian historians who also confirm 
many of the key facts about the life of Jesus and Early 
Christians that are mentioned in the Bible.  Another ancient 
writer, Pliny the Younger, exchanged letters with his friend, 
Roman Emperor Trajan.  In one of the letters from Emperor 
Trajan, from around 111 AD, the Emperor wrote that he had 
executed Christians for the crimes of “meeting regularly 
before dawn on a fixed day to chant verses alternately within 
the group to Christ, as if to a God, and also to bind themselves 
by oath, not for any criminal purpose, but to abstain from 



theft, robbery, and adultery.” 1   
Udom Some skeptics say that Christians didn’t start worshiping Jesus as God 

until hundreds of years after Jesus’ death.  At first, Christians just 
thought that Jesus was a wise teacher but, later they made Jesus into 
a God.  But, this quote from Pliny the Younger shows that Christians 
worshiped Jesus as God before 111 AD.   

Nimol Emperor Trajan, who killed Christians, wrote that the Christians 
worshiped Jesus as a God.  Obviously, the Christians did not try to 
make Jesus into a God later.  The Christians were being killed and 
tortured for this belief so there was no reason for them to make up 
this belief on their own.  They must have truly believed it or they 
would have given up the belief to avoid execution.  

Udom So, once again, the critics of the Bible are proven wrong, and the 
Bible is proven to be correct. 

Nimol Here is one more example of historical confirmation of the Bible.  
Please read Matthew 27: 45 and 51 from the passage about Jesus 
Crucifixion. 

Udom 
(Reading 
the Bible) 

Mat 27:45 NLT - At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until 
three o'clock. 
Mat 27:51 NLT - At that moment the curtain in the sanctuary of the 
Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, rocks 
split apart, 

Nimol The unusual darkness at noontime and the earthquake at the time of 
Jesus’ crucifixion are confirmed by these ancient historians:  Thallus, 
Julius Africanus, Tertulian, and Phlegon.   

Udom Wow!  That is amazing!  From all of this evidence we can be sure that: 
1.  Jesus really lived. 2.  He really was crucified 3. The day of the 

crucifixion the sky really became dark at noon. 4.  After Jesus 
died a major earthquake occurred.  5.  Christians in Israel and 
Rome believed in the resurrection.  6.  Christians worshiped 
Jesus as a God even though they were being tortured and 
executed for their faith.   

Nimol   There is even more historical evidence that confirms various parts of 
the New Testament.  We’ll have to talk more about this another time 
because I have to go to class.   

Udom Thanks for giving me all of this evidence.  This really strengthens my 
faith.  I can’t wait to go home and talk to my brother about this 
evidence.   

Nimol This evidence helps me to trust the Bible more.  If what the Bible says 
about the life of Jesus is true, then we can have great hope in its 
promises of heaven, peace, and eternal life. 

Udom Thanks again.  I will talk to you later.  Enjoy your class. 
Nimol You’re welcome.  See you later.   
Udom Bye! 
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