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Background Sounds of a Market 
Udom Hi Nimol!  I didn’t expect to see you at this market.   How are you? 
Nimol Hi Udom!  I’m doing well.  Today I am helping a grandmother who 

goes to our church.  She broke her leg and so she can’t come to the 
market by herself.  How are you? 

Udom I am doing well.  I remember our last talk about the evidence that 
proves that Jesus Christ really lived and died in history, just like we 
read in New Testament.  Do you have a few minutes?  I have a couple 
of questions about that.   

Nimol Sure, I was just about to get some breakfast before I go back to 
grandmother-Savy’s house.  Let’s sit down over at that food stand 
and we can talk.    

Udom Last time we talked about the evidence from non-Christian historians 
that confirm that Jesus really lived and was crucified.  That evidence 
was very strong.  But, the clearest information about Jesus’ life, 
teachings, death, and resurrection comes from the New Testament.  
How can we be sure that the New Testament’s writings about Jesus 
are historically accurate and trustworthy? 

Nimol That is a good question.  If the Bible is accurate about historical 
events of the time, it is a good reason to trust what it says about 
Jesus.    On the other hand, if we can find no evidence that confirms 
the historical claims of the Bible or if we find a lot of evidence that 
contradicts the historical information in the Bible, this would be a 
good reason to doubt the Bible’s teachings about Jesus.   

Udom That sounds like a good test.  Last year, I met some people from a 
different religion.  They told me that their religious book was equal to 
the Bible.  Their religious book claims to be the true history of people 
in North America. I read the book but when I tried to find historical 
evidence that confirms the stories in their book, I could not find any 
evidence.  I also found a lot of evidence that contradicts the stories in 
their book.  For example, their book claims that the native peoples of 
North America and South America came from Israel.  But, when 
researchers tested the DNA of the native people, they found that the 
people came from Asia.     
 
Their book mentions cities, battles, that cannot be found anywhere 
on earth.  On the other hand, when I look for evidence for the Bible, I 
find historical and archeological evidence that goes back thousands of 
years.  But, for this book which is much newer than the Bible, there is 
no evidence. 

Nimol Oh, I think I have met people from that same religion.  They tell you 
to read their book and pray about whether it is true or not.  They 
don’t want you to look for any evidence that can prove whether it is 
true or not. 
The Bible is different.  There have been many times when skeptics 



thought that the Bible was wrong about some historical fact. Later, 
archaeologists found proof that the Bible was correct.  For example, 
in Luke, chapter 3 we can find a lot of information about John the 
Baptist, Jesus’ cousin, and a list of Jesus’ human ancestors.  In 3:1 
Luke wrote that a man named Lysanias was the Tetrach of Abiline in 
AD 27. For many years skeptics of the Bible thought that Luke was 
incorrect about this fact.  If Luke made a mistake about Lysanias the 
Tetrach, maybe he was wrong about John the Baptist and Jesus as 
well.     

Udom That sounds reasonable.   
Nimol Later, archeologists found an inscription from the time of Tiberius, 

from 14 to 37 AD, which names Lysanis as Tetrach in Abila near 
Damascus.  This confirms that Luke was correct. 1  It also proves that 
the skeptics were wrong.  

Udom 
(Reading 
the Bible) 

If Luke was correct about this fact about Lysanis, then we should be 
able to trust the other information in the passage is correct, unless 
we find proof that it is incorrect.   

Nimol Do you have 3 G Internet on your phone?   
Udom Yes I do. 
Nimol  Go to www.christiananswers.net  .  Search for “Christ and History”.  
Udom Okay.  I found this article called “Does the New Testament Provide a 

Reliable History of Christ’s Life?”   Let me see.  Wow!  Listen to this 
paragraph from the article. “Recent archaeological discoveries 
include both the Pool of Bethesda (John 5:1f) and "The Pavement" 
(John 19:13). Their existence was doubted just a few decades ago. 
Confirmation of the accuracy of the setting of Jacob's well has also 
been found (John 4).[4] Such findings have caused many scholars to 
reverse earlier skeptical opinions on the historicity of the Fourth 
Gospel. Its author has demonstrated an obvious intimate knowledge 
of the Jerusalem of Jesus' time, just as we would expect from the 
Apostle John. Such detail would not have been accessible to a writer 
of a later generation, since Jerusalem was demolished under Titus' 
Roman army in 70 A.D. 

Nimol That sounds like strong evidence that supports the Gospel of John as 
well.  If John is accurate about the Pool of Bethesda in John 5:1, the 
Pavement of John 19:13, and Jacob’s well of John 4, we should trust 
that what He wrote about Jesus is also accurate.   

Udom Wow!  I think I found the answer to my question!  According to Dr. 
Gary Habermas, 100 facts and events of Jesus’ life, mentioned in the 
New Testament, have been confirmed by 39 sources from outside of 
the Bible.  17 of these sources are from non-Christians.   

Nimol If 100 facts and events about Jesus mentioned in the New Testament 
are confirmed as being historically accurate, we should be able to 
fully trust what the New Testament says about the rest of Jesus’ life!  
Oh, I have to go!  See you later. 

Udom I’m going to stay here and keep reading this website.  Thanks!  Bye! 
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