
Truth Talk 18: Evidence that Jesus Rose Again (Swoon Theory) 
For more information read Christianity: Reasons for Faith  
Chapter 24) Three Days that Changed History: Christ’s Death and Resurrection 
 
Background Sounds of a street.  They are meeting at an Internet Cafe.  
Udom Hello Nimol, how are you? 
Nimol Hello Udom, I’m doing well, how are you? 
Udom I am happy but a little confused.  When I went home and talked to my 

brother about the evidence that our Pastor taught us about Jesus, my 
brother really listened.  So, I am happy about that.  Later, my brother 
and I watched a television program about Jesus.  The TV program 
really confused me about the resurrection of Jesus. 

Nimol Let me guess, the program was about alternative theories to Jesus’ 
death, burial, and resurrection.  Did the program suggest that Jesus 
only fainted on the cross instead of dying?  Did they interview 
someone with a PhD that theorized that Jesus died on the cross but 
that wild dogs ate his body so no one could find it? 

Udom Yes, they talked about both of those theories.  They also said that 
Jesus followers only hallucinated or dreamed his post-resurrection 
appearances.  

Nimol Let’s look up some of the verses related to Jesus’ crucifixion and 
resurrection on this Bible website.  Look at these verses. 

Udom 1 Corinthians 15:17 and 20 says “If Christ has not been raised, then 
your faith is useless, and you are still under condemnation for your 
sins…But the fact is that Christ has been raised from the dead. He has 
become the first of a great harvest of those who will be raised to life 
again.” 

Nimol The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the foundations of 
Christianity.  If Jesus did not really rise from the dead, Christianity 
could not be true.  Furthermore, if Jesus did not really die on the 
cross, then He could not have resurrected and therefore Christianity 
could not be true.   

Udom   That makes sense.  Even though the program confused me, it did 
confirm some things that we had talked about earlier.  The historical 
evidence, the prophecies, and even the non-Christian scholars all 
agree on four facts. 

1. Jesus of Nazareth was sentenced to death and crucified 
under Pontius Pilate. 

2. The Tomb was Empty 
3. Many people claimed to have seen Jesus alive after three 

days. 
4. The apostles’ attitudes suddenly changed from fear and 

sadness to joy and confidence in the Resurrection of Jesus.  
Nimol Let’s see how the Bible’s explanation lines up with the 4 accepted 

facts.   In 1 Corinthians 15:3-7 the Apostle Paul wrote, “I passed on to 
you what was most important and what had also been passed on to 
me – that Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said.  He was 
buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, as the 
Scriptures said. He was seen by Peter and then by the twelve apostles.  



After that, he was seen by more than five hundred of his followers at 
one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died by 
now. Then he was seen by James and later by all the apostles.  

Udom 1 Corinthians was written in 55 AD, around 20 years after Christ’s 
death and resurrection. Wow, look at chapter 15 verse 6!  It says that 
the risen Jesus made one appearance to 500 people.   Paul wrote that 
“most” of these eyewitnesses were still living in 55 AD.  No other 
religion can make a claim like that!   
 
The Bible’s explanation matches all of the four facts.  1. Jesus was 
crucified by Pontius Pilate.  2. The tomb was empty 3. Many people 
reported seeing Jesus alive.  4. The disciples suddenly became very 
confident that Jesus had risen from the dead.   

Nimol Now Udom, let’s look at some of the other theories and see if they 
match the 4 FACTS.  Let’s look at the theory that Jesus only fainted on 
the cross.  There are some major problems with this theory.  Jesus 
was beaten, crucified, and speared; no human could have fainted or 
pretended to be dead.  The Roman soldiers were very skilled at 
making sure that people died on the cross.   
 
When modern medical doctors looked at the question of whether 
Jesus fainted on the cross or really died, they concluded “Modern 
medical interpretation of the historical evidence indicates that Jesus 
was dead when taken down from the cross.”1  This was published 
inthe Journal of American Medical Association, March 21, 1986.  

Udom Even if Jesus fainted on the cross, there is no way he could have 
survived days in the tomb without food or water, then moved the 
stone,  escaped from the guards, and then appeared to his disciples.   

Nimol If Jesus had only survived the cross instead of being miraculously 
resurrected, there is no way that his disciples would have become so 
confident that He really is God and that His message is true.  
Remember that aside from Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus, all of 
the original disciples were so convinced of the truth of the 
Resurrection that they would not stop preaching about it, even when 
faced with persecution, prison, and execution for their faith.   

Udom So the “Jesus Fainted Theory” does not explain the empty tomb, 
because a person, who has been whipped, crucified, and speared, 
could not have escaped.  Even if Jesus somehow got out of the tomb, 
the theory cannot explain, the appearances of Jesus or the disciples’ 
confidence because a person who has been whipped, crucified, and 
speared, would cause people to pity them but would not be able to 
convince anyone that they rose from the dead and are God in flesh. 

Nimol Only the Bible’s explanation of the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ can account for the 4 facts.  Now, let’s look at the theory 
that says that Jesus’ body was buried in a shallow grave and eaten by 
wild dogs.  . .  
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