
Truth Talk 19: Evidence that Jesus Rose Again (Answering the Theories of Shallow Grave,m 
Other person, or Hallucination Theory)  
Background Sounds of a street.  They are meeting at an Internet Cafe.  
Udom Okay Nimol, let’s talk about the theory that Jesus was not buried in 

the cavelike tomb like the Bible teaches, but instead was buried in a 
shallow grave and later His body was dug up and eaten by wild dogs.  
This sounded like a strange theory to me, but it was supported by 
some famous people so we hear about it a lot on the media.   

Nimol First of all, the Bible’s description of the Jesus tomb, which was 
originally build for Joseph of Arimathea, perfectly matches the 
historical evidence for the design of tombs of the day.  Secondly, the 
Jews and Christians agreed that Jesus was buried in a tomb.  Soldiers 
were sent to guard Jesus tomb, I don’t think soldiers would guard 
some shallow grave and let dogs dig up and eat Jesus body.   

Udom That’s true.  Jesus’ supporters and enemies all agreed that his body 
was in the tomb.  When enemies agree, that is strong evidence.  We 
talked about 4 facts that are generally accepted by both Christian and 
secular scholars.  1. Jesus was crucified by Pilate.  2. The tomb was 
empty 3. Many people claimed to see Jesus alive after his death. 4.  
The disciples’ attitudes changed from fear and confusion to boldness 
and confidence that Jesus really had risen from the dead. The Bible’s 
teaching that Jesus really rose from the dead easily matches all 4 
facts.  

Nimol Well the theory that Jesus’ body was eaten by wild dogs accepts that 
Jesus was crucified and but it does not really explain the empty tomb 
very well because of the soldiers.  It also does not match the claims of 
many people that they saw and touched the risen Christ.  It also does 
not explain why the disciples became so confident that Jesus had 
risen.   So, this theory fails because it does not match all of the facts.  

Udom Now some people argue that it wasn’t Jesus who was crucified but 
some other person.    

Nimol Well that theory fails too.  First of all, Judas Iscariot, the one who 
betrayed Jesus, positively identified Jesus so that he could be 
arrested.  Judas knew Jesus well.  Secondly, Jesus ministered in public 
so I’m sure that the priests also knew what he looked like.  During 
Jesus’ trial, some of the people recognized Peter as one of Jesus’ 
disciples. Peter denied this three times.  If people could recognize 
Peter and Jesus’ disciple, they must have also been able to recognize 
Jesus.   

Udom This theory also fails to explain the key fact that Jesus’ tomb was 
empty.  If some other person died instead of Jesus, their body should 
have remained in the tomb.  This theory might explain the claims of 
that people saw Jesus alive, but it would not explain the change in 
the disciple’s attitudes unless Jesus lied to them about dying on the 
cross.  If Jesus told them, “I did not die on the cross but someone else 
died by mistake.” This would not cause the disciples to believe that 
Jesus had miraculously risen from the dead, which confirmed the 
truth of his message.  

Nimol Did the TV program mention the “Hallucination Theory?” 



Udom Yes , it did.  They talked about the theory that all of the people who 
saw Jesus where just dreaming.  I did not think that theory was very 
believable because Jesus disciples saw him, touched him, ate with 
him and there were more than 500 other people who saw him after 
the resurrection.  I am studying Law and I know that 500 witnesses 
cannot all be dreaming the same dream at the same time.   

Nimol Of course if we go back to the 4 facts, they would also have to dream 
the empty tomb.  If Jesus’ enemies wanted to stop Christianity from 
starting, all they had to do was show people Jesus’ dead body.   

Udom So let’s review:  The theory that Jesus fainted instead of dying fails to 
explain the disciple’s new attitude.  The theory that Jesus’ body was 
eaten by wild dogs fails to explain the post-resurrection appearances 
and the disciples’s new attitude.  The theory that someone else died 
instead of Jesus fails to explain the empty tomb, the post-
resurrection appearances, and the disciple’s new attitude.  Finally the 
hallucination theory fails to explain the empty tomb.  So none of 
these theories can compete with the Bible’s teaching on its own.   

Nimol A person must choose between the Bible’s simple teaching that Jesus 
resurrected and a whole bunch of confusing theories that contradict 
each other.   

Udom I never thought about it before.  The theory that Jesus fainted on the 
cross disagrees with the theory that someone else died on the cross 
instead of Jesus.  The Jesus fainted theory assumes that the tomb was 
empty, but the theory that Jesus’ body was buried in a shallow grave, 
says that there was no tomb so that is another contradiction.  The 
theory that Jesus’ followers dreamed that he rose from the dead, 
assumes that Jesus really died on the cross and that his body 
remained in the tomb.    Wow, all of these theories are so confusing!  
The Bible’s teaching that Jesus really rose from the dead is so simple 
and clear! 

Nimol Did the TV program talk about the theory that Jesus’ disciples stole 
Jesus’ body from the tomb? 

Udom No, they didn’t mention it.   
Nimol That is the oldest most serious theory of all.  That is the charge that 

the Priests made when the soldiers reported the tomb empty.  
Udom I really want to know more about that.  (SMS message sound) Oh, I 

have to go now, my brother is sick and my mom needs me to drive 
him to the doctor.  I will talk to him about what we talked about.  Can 
you meet me next week to talk about this theory about the disciples 
stealing Jesus body? 

Nimol Sure, let’s meet after church.  I will pray for your brother to get well 
soon. 

Udom Thanks.  See you later! 
 

Nimol Goodbye and God Bless you!  
 


