
Truth Talk 20:  Evidence that Jesus Rose Again (Did the Disciples Steal Jesus’ Body?) 
 
Background Christian music.  They are meeting after a church service.  
Udom Hi Nimol, How are you? 
Nimol Hi Udom, I’m doing well.  How is your brother, is he still sick? 
Udom I am fine.  My brother was in the hospital for three days last week.  

During that time, we talked a lot.  He had dengue so his eyes were 
too blurry to watch TV.  He asked me to read the Bible to him.  I was 
able to read the entire Gospel of Matthew to him.  I was also able to 
talk to him about the evidence that Jesus rose from the dead.  He is 
better now, but still weak.  Besides going to class and church, I have 
been taking care of him the whole time.  My father is on a business 
trip to Japan and my mother has to manage the company while my 
father is gone.   

Nimol I am glad that your brother is doing better.  I have been praying for 
him.  Last time we met, we talked about how the theories that Jesus 
did not really rise from the dead, cannot explain the 4 key facts that 
are generally accepted by Christian and non-Christian scholars.  The 
Key facts were: 1. Jesus was crucified 2. The tomb was empty.  3. 
Many people saw Jesus alive after the crucifixion. 4. The disciple’s 
attitudes changed and they began boldly preaching that Jesus had 
risen from the dead.   

Udom That reminds me, we were getting ready to talk about the theory that 
the disciples stole Jesus’ body.  We couldn’t talk about it because I 
got the message to take my brother to the doctor.  I read about that.  

Nimol Here is it is.  Matthew 28:11-15 
As the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the 
city and told the leading priests what had happened. A meeting with 
the elders was called, and they decided to give the soldiers a large 
bribe.  They told the soldiers, “You must say, ’Jesus’ disciples came 
during the night while we were sleeping, and they stole his body’. If 
the governor hears about it, we’ll stand up for you so you won’t get in 
trouble.”  So the guards accepted the bribe and said what they were 
told to say.  Their story spread widely among the Jews, and they still 
tell it today.   

Udom So, the theory that Jesus’ disciples stole His body is the oldest 
competing theory to the New Testament’s teaching on the 
miraculous, physical resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The people of the 
time would have been likely to believe it because the guards all told 
the same story and their story was supported by the Jewish leaders.     

Nimol Even though many people believed this story, other people did not.  
The people who did not believe the guards probably became 
Christians.  Let’s look at some reasons why these people would not 
have believed the guards and the Jewish leaders.    

Udom This theory does not explain the 4 key facts.  It does explain Fact #1 
that Jesus was really crucified.  Of course this theory contradicts all 
the theories that say that either someone else died on the cross 
instead of Jesus or the theory that Jesus fainted instead of died.   

Nimol The theory also explains fact #2 that the tomb was empty.  Of course 



this theory also contradicts the other modern theory that Jesus’ body 
was buried in a shallow grave and eaten by wild dogs.  But the theory 
cannot explain fact #3 that many people saw Jesus alive and fact #4 
that Jesus’ disciples suddenly began boldly preaching that Jesus 
resurrected.   

Udom There were a lot of eyewitnesses to the risen Jesus.  I don’t think that 
many people would have been deceived if the disciples had shown 
them Jesus’ dead body and pretended that He was alive.  Just the 
smell of a dead body would have proven that Jesus was dead.   

Nimol Also remember that the disciples boldly preached that Jesus rose 
again.  They were not rewarded for their preaching, instead, they 
were beaten, imprisoned, and almost all of them, were executed for 
their belief.  People may tell a lie if it benefits them financially, but 
the disciples only suffered for their faith.  No sane person will die for 
a lie that they made up themselves.   

Udom There is also a problem with the guards’ story.  First of all, one guard 
by himself might fall asleep.  But, it is very doubtful that all of the 
guards would fall asleep at the same time.  These guards were 
probably Roman soldiers.  They were the best trained most 
disciplined soldiers of their time.  I read in a history book that if a 
Roman soldier was caught sleeping during guard duty, they were 
beaten and burned alive.  If I were a guard, the fear of that 
punishment would keep me awake!   

Nimol If we compare the training and discipline of the Roman soldiers to the 
disciples the story becomes even less believable.  The disciples were 
fishermen and tax collectors.  There is no way that these untrained 
disciples would have been able to steal Jesus’ body without being 
detected, even by sleeping guards.  The stone in front of the tomb 
would have weighed between 900 and 1,500 kilograms.  There is no 
way that the disciples could have moved it quietly enough to avoid 
waking at least one of the guards.     

Udom The disciples were not Ninjas! (Laughing)  If one guard woke up, all of 
the guards would have awakened.  At least one of the disciples would 
have been captured or killed by the soldiers.   

Nimol The best explanation for the theory that the disciples stole Jesus’ 
body is that the soldiers were bribed to tell a lie.  Given the 
punishment for sleeping while on guard duty it is very unlikely that all 
of the guards would have fallen asleep at the same time.  Given the 
disciple’s lack of military or martial arts training, they had no chance 
of successfully stealing Jesus’ body and escaping without being killed 
or captured by the guards.   

Udom There is so much evidence that supports the Bible’s teaching that 
Jesus really rose from the dead.  The competing theories contradict 
and cancel each other out.  No alternative theory can explain the 4 
key facts.   Thanks for talking with me about this.  I have to go make 
lunch for my brother.  See you later! 

Nimol Goodbye and God Bless you!  
Udom Goodbye and God Bless.   
 


