
Truth Talk 21:  Objection to Christianity #1:  Suffering and Evil 
For more information read Christianity: Reasons for Faith  
Chapter 25) The Problem of Evil: If God is Loving and Powerful, Why is There so Much 
Suffering? 
Background Christian music.  They are meeting after a church service.  
Udom Hi Nimol, How are you? 
Nimol Hi Udom, I’m doing well.  How is your brother, is he? 
Udom My brother is better.  After talking to my brother about the rest of 

the evidence that Jesus rose from the dead, he told me, “I believe 
that Jesus really rose from the dead.”  He wanted to know more 
about how to become a follower of Jesus.  Just then, my father came 
home from his business trip.  He heard what we were talking about 
and said, “During the time of the Khmer Rouge, my mother, father, 
brother, and baby sister were all killed because my father could was 
well-educated and could speak French.  If God exists, has all power, 
and is good as you Christians say, how could He allow that evil to 
happen? My baby sister was only 1 year- old. She did not deserve to 
die!”  After that, I didn’t know what to say.  My brother is not ready 
to become a follower of Jesus until I can answer my father’s 
objection.  I don’t know what to do or say to them. 

Nimol Wow, that is a tough problem!  But, God and God’s Word is stronger 
than all of our problems including this one.  Udom, please read 
Genesis 1:31. 

Udom Genesis 1:31 Then God looked over all He had made, and he saw that 
there it was very good! 

Nimol Now, please read 1 Corinthians 15:22  
Udom   1 Corinthians 15:22 Just as everyone dies because we all be belong 

to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given new life.   
Nimol Death was not a part of God’s original plan and design for humans. 

Death was the consequence for human sin.  It all started when Adam 
and Eve disobeyed God by eating the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil in the Garden of Eden.  God warned them not to eat of it 
because if they did, they would die.  Instead, Adam and Eve listened 
to Satan and sinned against God.  That original sin has been passed 
down to all of us.  The consequence of death has come along with it.   

Udom So the death of my father’s family was caused by human sin, it was 
not caused by God.  But, what about my father’s baby sister?  Why 
didn’t God save her? 

Nimol One way to answer that question is to go back and read Genesis 3:14-
15 It says: Then the LORD God said to this serpent, “Because you have 
done this, you are cursed more than all animals, domestic and wild. 
You will crawl on your belly, groveling in the dust as long as you live. 
And I will cause hostility between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and her offspring. He will strike your head and you will 
strike his heel.   
 
This was the first prophecy in the Bible that God would send Jesus to 
save us humans from our sin.  Jesus was the “offspring of the 
woman.” Jesus’ father was God and his mother Mary, so Jesus was 



the only person who was not also the “offspring of a man.”  Because 
Satan did not want Jesus to be born of a woman and to save humans, 
Satan has inspired many people to kill babies.  In the Old Testament, 
we read about how the Egyptian king ordered the death of Hebrew 
babies, but God protected Moses.  When Jesus was born, King Herod 
ordered his soldiers to kill all of the babies in Bethlehem, but God 
sent an angel to help Joseph, Mary, and Jesus escape.  It seems to me 
that Satan is the one who inspired the Khmer Rouge to kill your 
father’s baby sister, not God. 

Udom But, why didn’t God protect her from the soldiers? 
Nimol We don’t always understand God’s plans or purposes in allowing 

suffering and death among humans.  We can trust God’s character, 
goodness, grace, and love.  During my training to become a doctor, I 
was at the hospital one of the patients at the hospital, was a young 
Christian mother.  Her baby died during childbirth.  It tried to comfort 
her, but I didn’t have the words. I was so sad, I could only sit by her 
bed, hold her hand, and weep with her.  After a little while, she took 
a Bible from her bedside table.  The read these verse aloud. 2 Samuel 
12:22-23:  David replied, “I fasted and wept while the child was alive, 
for I said, Perhaps the LORD will be gracious to me and let the child 
live.’ But why should I fast when he is dead?  Can I bring him back 
again?  I will go to him one day, but he cannot return to me?”  The 
young mother who had just lost her newborn baby took comfort in 
this.  Through her tears, she said, “I will see my baby again.  He is in 
God’s hands.  God is good and gracious, even in the midst of 
suffering.”    

Udom My father’s objection about the death of his family, especially his 
little sister, does not disprove Christianity.  Instead, Christianity is the 
only religion that can give answers and comfort when tragedies 
happen.   

Nimol Atheism, has no acceptable answer. It teaches that the Khmer Rouge 
soldiers were stronger than your relatives so they could kill your 
father’s family, like predators.  There is certainly no hope there.     

Udom Other religions deny the existence of suffering, evil, Satan, or 
demons.  They have difficulty explaining the Khmer rouge genocide.  
According to religions that teach reincarnation and Karma, my 
father’s family must have done something bad in a previous life, so 
that is why they were killed.  There is no hope or comfort in that 
either.   

Nimol Jesus Christ, God who came in human form, was targeted for 
execution by Herod’s soldiers when he was a baby.  We can be sure 
that Jesus understands, has compassion, and can heal the pain in 
your father’s heart better than anyone else.   

Udom That reminds me of a verse.  Hebrews 2:18, Because Jesus has gone 
through suffering and testing, He is able to help us when we are being 
tested.  

Nimol When you play football, there are some people who sit on the 
sidelines and constantly yell advice and criticism.  They themselves 
have never played football, but they think they are “experts”.  Jesus is 



not like that.  He came down from heaven, was born as a baby, and 
suffered just like us.  Jesus, played the game of life and He won! 

Udom Thanks!  Now I can answer my father.  Please pray!  I have to go now. 
Nimol I will pray and I will ask others to pray too.  See you later! 
 


