
Truth Talk 23:  Objection to Christianity #3: What About Those Who Never Heard?  
 

Background Christian music.  They are meeting at Christian NGO Cafe 
Udom Okay, now that our lunch is here, can we talk about my mother’s  

difficult question about Christianity? 
Nimol Yes.  Before lunch we were talking about whether Jesus was the only 

way to salvation.  We concluded that yes, Jesus is the only path to 
salvation.  Now, we need to talk about your mother’s second 
question, “What happens to people, such as my ancestors, who never 
heard about Jesus?” 

Udom That is a really difficult question.  So I know I need to be gentle when I 
answer my mother.  I also know it is important to be honest about 
what the Bible says.   

Nimol Your Mother assumes that because her ancestors never heard the 
name, “Jesus Christ” that they had no knowledge of God, but the 
Bible teaches that every person has knowledge of God programmed 
into our hearts and minds.  Udom, please read Romans 1:18-21   

Udom Romans 1:18-21 God shows His anger from heaven against all sinful, 
wicked people who push the truth away from themselves.  For the 
truth about God is known to them instinctively. God has put this 
knowledge in their hearts. From the time the world was created, 
people have seen the earth and sky and all that God made. They can 
clearly see His invisible qualities--His eternal power and divine nature. 
So they have no excuse whatsoever for not knowing God.  Yes, they 
knew God, but they wouldn't worship Him as God or even give Him 
thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. 
The result was that their minds became dark and confused.” 

Nimol Everyone has the knowledge of God in their hearts.  If they are willing 
to accept God as the Creator, He will lead them step by step until 
they have an opportunity to accept Jesus as their personal savior.   

Udom That reminds me of something my uncle in America wrote in a letter 
to my mother.  My mother’s older brother escaped from the Khmer 
Rouge camp in 1979 and crossed the border into Thailand.  Uncle 
Samnang wrote that while he was in the jungle, he was so afraid. He 
tried to pray to the ancestors and other spirits that he had prayed to 
since he was a child.  But, he felt no peace.  He came upon a beautiful 
waterfall surrounded by beautiful trees and flowers.  He heard the 
birds singing.  My uncle wrote that he started praying to “The One 
created all the beauty in the world.”  He felt peace and he felt like he 
was being guided through the jungle.  He traveled with some other 
people who were also escaping from the Khmer Rouge.  One day, he 
felt like “The Creator” was telling him to follow a very rocky and steep 
path because the other path was dangerous.  He tried to convince the 
others to follow him up the rocky path but they would not listen to 
him.  When he told them that “The Creator-Spirit” told me that this 
path is safe but the other way is dangerous,” his companions only 
laughed at him.  So, my uncle decided to go on the narrow path by 
himself.  The others were killed by landmines on the smooth path.   

Nimol I have heard many stories like that from many people who escaped 



from the Khmer Rouge.  They discovered God in the Jungle.  
Udom Eventually, my uncle met a missionary in the refugee camps of 

Thailand.  The missionary gave him a Bible and explained that God 
was the Creator.  My uncle believed and became a Christian.   

Nimol Even people who have never heard about Jesus can be saved if they 
are willing to see God’s work in Creation and follow Him until he 
leads them to a Bible or someone who can tell them about Jesus.  
Sometimes, God gives people special dreams or visions to help them 
believe in Him.   

Udom So, I guess I can tell my mother, that just like Uncle Samnang, all of 
our ancestors had the same ability to look at the natural world, see 
that it was created and then follow the Creator to Christ.   

Nimol Here is another Bible text that might help Acts 17:24-27: The God 
who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and 
earth…From one man He made every nation of men, that they should 
inhabit the whole earth; and He determined the times set for them 
and the exact places where they should live.  God did this so that men 
would seek Him and perhaps reach out for Him and find Him, though 
He is not far from each one of us.  

Udom So God placed our ancestors in Cambodia to give them the best 
possible chance of knowing Him.  If they were willing to seek Him, He 
was ready to save them.   

Nimol One American missionary spoke at my father’s church a long time 
ago.  He said, “My ancestors in America attended church and had 
access to the Bible, but only God knows their hearts, if they  truly 
believed in Jesus or not.   Some of your ancestors many generations 
before may have followed the evidence in nature that pointed them 
to the Creator and then followed the Creator to Christ.  In heaven we 
may find out that some of your ancestors are in heaven and mine are 
not.”  He went on to talk about how important it was for each person 
to make an individual commitment to follow Christ instead of just 
following their family.  After that message, I realized that I could not 
count on the fact that my father is a pastor and my mother is also a 
Christian to save me.  I had to believe and follow Jesus for myself.   

Udom That reminds me of the Bible story of the rich man and Lazarus.  Both 
of them died and Lazarus, the poor man went to the place of comfort 
or Heaven and the rich man went to the place of torment or Hell.  
The rich man wanted someone to go and warn his family so that they 
could repent and avoid coming to the place of torment or Hell that he 
was in.   

Nimol That story is found in Luke 16:20-31.  If any of our ancestors are in 
Hell, their greatest desire is for their descendents, us, to believe in 
Jesus and go to heaven.  The best way we can respect our unsaved 
ancestors is to believe in Christ and go to heaven.   

Udom Please pray for me to be able to talk to my mother in truth and 
gentleness.  

Nimol I will pray.  Maybe your Uncle Samnang in the US can help you.   
Udom That’s a good idea, I will go to the Internet café and call him.   Thanks 

for helping me, Nimol.   See you tomorrow? 



Nimol You’re welcome.  See you tomorrow.   
 


