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One common challenge against Christianity is, “How can God send people, who never 
heard about Jesus Christ, to hell?” 

The Bible teaches that everyone has the opportunity to know about God through 
creation.  Romans 1:18-23 says. “But God shows his anger from heaven against all 
sinful, wicked people who suppress the truth by their wickedness.  They know the 
truth about God because he has made it obvious to them. For ever since the world 
was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they 
can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they 
have no excuse for not knowing God.  Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship 
him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what 
God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused. Claiming to be wise, 
they instead became utter fools.  And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living 
God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals and 
reptiles.” 

Even though God is obvious to all people through creation, people turn away from the 
evidence of creation and go after idols. On this basis alone, we can say that God is 
justified in sending them to hell because they rejected Him as creator and turned to 
idols. 

Romans 2:14-15 says, “Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s written law, show that 
they know his law when they instinctively obey it, even without having heard it. They 
demonstrate that God’s law is written in their hearts, for their own conscience and 
thoughts either accuse them or tell them they are doing right.” 

Even people that have never known about Christ or the Bible still know what is right 
and wrong.  But people choose to reject what is right. 

However, God is merciful.  2 Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord isn’t really being slow about his 
promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not 
want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.” God is giving people 
the maximum time to repent because he is patient.   

Acts 17:26-27 says, “From one man He created all the nations throughout the whole 
earth. He decided beforehand when they should rise and fall, and he determined their 
boundaries. “His purpose was for the nations to seek after God and perhaps feel their 
way toward him and find him—though he is not far from any one of us.” 

Because God does not want anyone to be destroyed but is patiently giving us more 
time to repent, God placed each person in the specific time and place to give us the 
best chance to seek after Him and be saved.   
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People who sincerely seek after God will find Him.  Perhaps God will send a Christian 
person, a missionary, or lead that person to leave their homeland and travel to some 
place where the Gospel is preached.  Some have reported having dreams that led 
them to the Gospel or other miraculous conversions.  Modern technology makes it 
possible for more and more people to hear the Gospel in their own language all over 
the world. 

Jesus came to “seek and save the lost.” Luke 19:10. God is more interested in saving 
the lost than the lost are in being saved. God knows the hearts of humans and knows 
whether there is anyone who will receive him or not.   If there are people who are 
sincerely seeking God, God will either send the Gospel to them or lead them to the 
Gospel. There are examples in Scripture and daily life for both occurrences. 
Revelation 7:9 says, ”After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every 
nation and tribe and people and language, standing in front of the throne and before 
the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes and held palm branches in their hands.” 

We can trust that God will save everyone who really wants to be saved and we will 
get to meet them in heaven.   

  


